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It is doubtful whether at present the three Christian groups are
responsible for any differences in economic life in the areas where they
dominate. The fatalistic doctrines believed in by many of the Moham-
medans seem, however, to have retarded economic activity. I f every-
thing has been foreordained, then there is little incentive to improve
one's lot or to struggle against adverse conditions. Thus a less active
and aggressive economic life has resulted in the sections where this type
of religion dominates.

THE LANGUAGES OF EUROPE

Where a common language exists, the interchange of ideas is
facilitated, political sympathy is aroused, and trade is encouraged.
Thus in Europe the cultural political and economic relationships be-
tween Germany and Austria have been made closer by the use of a
common language. Similarly, the close relationships between the French
and the Walloons of Belgium have been aided by the same cause. On
the other hand, minority groups1 strive to preserve their original lan-
guage, and this tends toward the political disunity of the countries
within which they are located. This was one of the disrupting factors
in the old Austro-Hungarian Empire, and today it is making itself
felt in such countries as Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia.

There are three major groups of languages in present-day Europe.
First, the Germanic languages, which dominate the United Kingdom,
Ireland, The Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Switzerland Denmark,
Norway and Sweden, and which are used by sections of the population
of Belgium and Czechoslovakia. German and English arc the two most
important languages within this group, and are rapidly becoming the
languages of trade and commerce throughout the world, The second
group consists of the Romance languages, which include French, Span-
ish, Italian, Portuguese and Rumanian. French, Italian and Spanish
are the principal languages of this group, and French is widely used,
having long been regarded as the language of diplomacy, The third
group comprises the Slavic languages, which are used by the major por-
tions of the population of Russia, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia
and Bulgaria. Other languages which do not belong to any of these
three major groups appear locally.

The complexity of languages used in Europe has been somewhat of
a handicap to the exchange of ideas and the development of sympathy
between different peoples, but it has also led to a knowledge of Ian-